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Chairman’s Welcome
Mr Emyr Jones FRAgS, Chair of CARAS Wales - Welcomes you to the
December edition of the CARAS Wales Newsletter. The newsletter
aims to continue to keep members informed of CARAS activities.
Like all businesses and event organisers, we have had to change the
way we operate, meet and communicate and the use of email and
virtual meetings has now become routine. All members are encouraged
to ensure that the office staff have an up-to-date email address so
communication can continue to be circulated electronically.

Events Cancelled for 2020
RWAS made the difficult decision to cancel all events in 2020, including the Smallholding &
Countryside Festival (in May), Royal Welsh Show (in July) and Royal Welsh Winter Fair (in
November). The Society continues to review and monitor the Covid19 restrictions whilst planning
ahead for its events in 2021. Alongside the Society’s cancelled events, all other events usually held
on the showground had to be cancelled for 2020, these included the ever popular dog shows,
livestock sales, car rallies, antique fairs, weddings, conferences, etc.
Virtual Royal Welsh Show
While Coronavirus restrictions stopped the 2020 events from taking place on the showground, the
Royal Welsh Agricultural Society were keen to continue to showcase and celebrate the agricultural
industry on-line. The first Virtual Royal Welsh Show was hailed a success, reaching more than
50,000 people from more than 44 different countries
More than 200 events were featured across the four days of the show, which was produced by
Business News Wales and supported by NatWest Cymru. The packed schedule focused on
agriculture, Welsh produce and the environment, and the video content was watched more than
30,000 times during show-week. Show-goers used to being on-site at Llanelwedd each July got the
chance to see behind the scenes of some of the regular events, while a host of panel discussions
and expert presentations brought sector insight and through leadership to the online show.
Virtual Royal Welsh Winter Fair
Despite the disappointment of having to cancel this year’s Winter Fair and following
the success of the digital Royal Welsh Show, a Virtual Royal Welsh Winter Fair was
launched at the beginning of November which provided a platform for over 200
tradestands in the run up to Christmas and 2 days of seminars and workshops
The online Christmas Market includes a directory of all last year’s trade stands for
members and the general public to shop online from their favourite stalls and discover
the unique gifts usually on offer at the Winter Fair. The usual two-day event was an online shopping
experience like no other, with stalls opening for a 6 week period, from the beginning of November to
ensure that gifts purchased will arrive in time for Christmas.
Website: https://winterfair.royalwelsh.digital/
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CARAS Field Day 2020 postponed until 2021
The Field Day and Council meeting usually held every September will now be re-scheduled for
September 2021. Mr Aled Jones (NFU Cymru Deputy President) has kindly agreed to host the field
day at Hendy, Lon Pant, Caernarfon (further details will follow in 2021).
CARAS Annual Conference
Panel members were keen to continue with plans for a possible virtual Conference in January.
However, after further research resulting in the majority of other organisations hosting their own
virtual conferences and events online, combined with the office staff working reduced hours until
further notice, CARAS felt that it could be virtual overload and will keep you matter under constant
review.
CARAS Wales Council Meeting
The National Panel agreed that in line with the other CARAS countries, the current Panel members
would be carried over to serve for a further 12 months. The current Wales Panel consists of the
following:
Chairman:
Mr Emyr W Jones FRAgS
Vice Chairman: Mrs Janet Phillips FRAgS
Other Panel Members:
Mr Edmund S Bailey, Mr Jonathan H Davies and Mr Colin VJ Pugh (Feb 2018 – Feb 2022)
Mr Dafydd G Jones, Mr Dafydd Parry Jones and Mr R John Lougher (Feb 2019 – Feb 2023)
Mr Nigel Davies, Mr David Morgan and Mr Mansel Raymond
(Feb 2020 – Feb 2024)
Update from National Council
The full Council met on 17th November with representatives of the four nations present. It was
reported that there were a total of 1254 CARAS members with 299 in Wales (64 Associates and 245
Fellows). The Council paid their respects to all those who had passed since the last meeting and
congratulated those who had received awards in the Queen’s Birthday Honours. Members thanked
Malcolm Stansfield for his service and commitment as Honorary Secretary of the English Panel and
wished him well.
All panel meetings have been held virtually across the four Countries with virtual assessments taking
place where appropriate. Members agreed to use the Welsh Panels form for submitting information
on proposed applicants as it provided clarity around the information required to support a
nomination.
Professor Wynne Jones gave an update on the important work of the Moderators Panel and
confirmed that Nick Green had replaced Malcolm Stansfield representing England. The panel have
been making full use of Zoom to facilitate meetings. It was agreed that people involved in a business
partnership or personal relationship as partners would be assessed individually as the award reflects
that individual’s contribution. A new Certificate has been designed and approved, which will be used
for future awards.
The Chair, James Black (Scotland) confirmed that he would be stepping down in the AGM in 2021,
where John Henning OBE would take over. Members would continue to monitor the situation
regarding arrangements for the 2021 AGM in Northern Ireland, which was likely to be a virtual
event. All four countries reported on the challenges of holding major agricultural shows and events
this year and looked forward to a transition to a ‘new normality’ in 2021.
Wales Associates & Fellows Awarded in 2020
Many Congratulations to the following members who have received notification of their awards in
2020 – the Annual CARAS Presentation of Awards will be scheduled at the 2021 Show.
Associates
 Mr Keri Davies ARAgS, Cray, Brecon
 Mr Christopher Jerman ARAgS, Trefeglwys, Caersws
 Mrs Evelyn Jones ARAgS, Llanarthne, Carmarthenshire

Fellows
 Mrs Valerie Cooke FRAgS, Llantilio Crossenny, Abergavenny
 Mr Cerwyn Davies FRAgS, Clunderwen, Pembrokeshire
 Mr Gareth W Davies FRAgS, Llangammarch Wells, Powys
 Mr John E Davies FRAgS, Eyton, Wrexham
 Mr John Owen (Jac) Jones FRAgS, Amlwch, Anglesey
 Mr Elwyn Tudor FRAgS, Henllan, Denbigh
 Mr Cemaes Evans FRAgS, Brecon, Powys
 Mr Malcolm Thomas FRAgS, Carmarthenshire
Further achievements for CARAS members
Our very own Fellow, The Venerable Eileen Davies, Archdeacon of Cardigan and founder of Tir
Dewi has been awarded an MBE for her services to farming in West Wales. Tir Dewi was originally
launched in the summer of 2015 and, since then has actively helped hundreds of farmers and their
families who were, in one way or another at crisis point. There is now a network of 60 volunteers
across Wales meaning that farmers and their families have more support available to them when
they need it.
Congratulations to Professor Christianne Glossop FRAgS, Chief Veterinary Officer for Wales
awarded an OBE for services to Animal Health and Welfare.
Congratulations to Mr Richard Anthony of R & L Anthony, Tythegston Farm, Glamorgan on being
awarded the Gold winner of the British Farming Awards 2020 for Arable Innovator of the Year.
Potential Candidate Nominations
Members are invited to identify potential candidates for Associateship – Please submit any
nominations by early January to be considered at the January meeting. Potential candidate forms
are available from the office (contact details below). Please remember that the potential
candidate(s) must not be made aware of their name being nominated prior to consideration
by the Panel.
Website Further information and updates available at www.royalagriculturalsocietiesawards.org
Helplines
If you or anyone you know needs any support during these difficult times, please use the contact
information below:
Addington Fund (Tel: 01926 620135) www.addingtonfund.org.uk
Tir Dewi (Tel: 0800 121 47 22) www.tirdewi.co.uk
The Farming Community Network (FCN) (Tel: 03000 111 999) www.fcn.org.uk
DPJ Foundation (Tel: 0800 587 4262 / Text: 07860 048799) www.thedpjfoundation.com
Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution (RABI) (Tel: 0808 281 9490) www.rabi.org.uk
If you have any interesting articles or wish to share any information that you would like included in
the newsletters circulated to members then please feel free to contact CARAS Wales
For those members who have not received this newsletter via email
please would you be kind enough to forward an up-to-date email address
to the office staff by emailing the details to: pachiefexec@rwas.co.uk

CARAS Member Article – Mr John Lougher FRAgS
We continue to invite CARAS members to submit articles for circulating in the newsletter and the
following article kindly provided by Mr John Lougher gives members an insight into his journey
through China.
AGRICULTURAL TOUR TO CHINA - October/November 2019
It seems a long time ago now, before Covid 19, when I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity
to visit China. Three farming friends and I set off on October 24th on an excellent tour organised by
Field Farm Tours Ltd; an experienced company I would highly recommend. We were joined by other
farmers from Wales, England, Scotland and New Zealand and were a truly international group - all
with the common interest of agriculture. The itinerary was packed and extremely impressive and
we were very fortunate to visit some areas rarely visited by Westerners. With something new and
different and fascinating that we had never seen before every single day of our tour.
The pace with which agriculture has developed in China is in line with the amazing growth of all
aspects of modern China and I was impressed by it all.
Our tour began at Beijing where we saw Tiananmen Square and The Great Hall of the People. We
walked to the Forbidden City, the complex of Imperial palaces and home to the Emperors for 500
years. On the outskirts of the City we visited a large cattle farm, with about 800 head of cattle. Most
of the animals were bulls of mixed Chinese breeds and were tethered by the horns or head to the
mangers. They were being fed a good mix from a mixer wagon which was being tipped at the end
of each row. However, this was then hand spread with wheelbarrows by two men for each row of
100 cattle. In China, machines do not replace labour which is plentiful and cheap.
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The following day we enjoyed a fascinating visit to an agricultural machinery factory in the suburbs
of Beijing. This was a real eye opener to us as last year they were making mixer wagons and dung
spreaders, whereas this year they were producing mowers and small self-propelled harvesters.
They seem to purchase a foreign made machine, take it apart to see how it is made and then copy
it! They saw no problem at all with this. As they said, they could make it themselves and produce
it cheaper. The factory was high-tech with steel forming machines, spray rooms and again - plenty
of labour. The machines all seemed to be very well made.

Machinery factory with city backdrop

Following this we departed to a soya bean production and processing factory including Tofu and
potato style crisps. It was noticeable that most packaged food being produced was nutritious and
we saw very little evidence of sugar based, sweet products on sale in the shops throughout our stay.
We also had the opportunity to visit a small cereal farm operation growing maize, where we were
able to chat to the farmer about his machinery, production cycle and markets. Here, the village
elders had managed to persuade everybody to work together, and collectively pool their land to grow
crops for a large feed lot nearby.
No tour to China would be complete without a visit to the Great Wall which dates back 600 years
and is just as impressive as you would expect. I was struck by the size of the steps which were
huge in places and of varying heights. You had to be fit to climb these!
From Beijing we caught the First Class Overnight Express train to one of the highlights of our trip; a
visit to Hohot, the capital of Inner Mongolia which has a population of about 1.4 million. We saw no
other Westerners at all in this area. The little children stared at us as we walked around the streets
and we were thanked for visiting by a Chinese English teacher who had never seen Westerners in
Hohot before.
Here we visited one of the biggest milk processors and producers in China; the government backed
Yili Industrial Group Ltd, with dairy products sold throughout the country. This was a huge, very
highly mechanised enterprise. The company farmed nearly 4,000 head of Chinese black and white
cows, based on Holstein genetics, using robotic and rotary parlours. They were all kept inside. They
were well set up for visits by school children who were the main consumers of their cartoned milk
products. The cows all looked well and healthy and were being fed a good maize-based diet - which
was hauled in by lorry from miles around. Milk was being promoted and advertised well and the
Government were doing their best to encourage children to drink milk.

The

following day we departed to the grasslands of Xilamuren where we visited two different sheep

farms, met the herdsmen and their families and learnt about their breeding programmes and what
was being done to prevent overgrazing of the grassland. The sheep were kept inside for this reason.
The one farm was located on the vast plains near large numbers of holiday yurts. The main part of
this business was supplying lamb for barbecues to the holiday makers during the summer months.
The Chinese from the high rise flats in the cities were coming here to the open plains for their
holidays.

Holiday Yurts on the plain.

Our day was rounded off with a traditional Mongolian song and dance performance as part of a
“Mutton Dinner”! All very enjoyable. The following morning took us to the Mongolian Sheep Animal
Husbandry Company which slaughters 5 million sheep annually. We discovered that much lamb is
eaten in the cities.
Xian was the cradle of ancient Chinese civilisation dating back to 4000 BC and a former capital of
the country. It was from here that the silk caravans began their journey on the “silk road” to Europe.
This was the day for our visit to the Terracotta Warriors; a sight I will never forget. The “sheds”
covering the vast army were immense in scale and there are many more acres yet to be excavated.
Another fascinating visit was to Shaanxi Kingbull Livestock Company founded in 2004. The
operation was formed to crossbreed Quinchuan cattle with the imported Angus cattle from Australia.
With a 30,000 head of Kingbull cattle, slaughtering 100,000 annually it is a sizeable operation. We
were very impressed with their new marketing initiatives which included steak presentation wooden
boxes consisting of four steaks, a bottle of wine or two, and knives and forks at a cost of
approximately £500! This company also had their own restaurants where if you enjoyed the meal
you could buy boxed frozen steaks to take home. Soon after we arrived in China we all decided to
borrow knives and forks from the hotel to take on our trips as they were not available in most places
and we all struggled with chopsticks.

We then took a flight to Chongquin where we enjoyed another trip highlight - A visit to the Giant
Panda enclosures at the zoo. This was a fascinating and memorable experience and were all
impressed by the standard of the zoo.
We were fortunate enough to then enjoy a three-day cruise of the Yangtze River which stretches
over 3,000 miles. We passed through the Yangtze gorges. This region was infamous for the flooding
that wrecked the local economy and destroyed thousands of lives. Millions of people had to be
moved out of the area that was flooded. A major damming project now controls the flow of the river
to prevent flooding and to generate electricity. The narrow gorges offer dramatic high cliffs and mist
shrouded mountain peaks and was a truly spectacular sight. The dam itself was a fantastic feat of
engineering with a huge ship lock to bring ships up from the lower area of the dam to the top.
There were incredible bridges continuing to be built all over the area and the engineering skills of
the Chinese must be admired. The roofs on the railway stations were also most impressive and on
a huge scale. I was astounded at the new road networks being constructed everywhere before an
area was developed. In the meantime, local farmers were using the new roads to spread their
harvested rice for drying and the cars driving over it would conveniently de-husk it!
New cities seemed to be springing up, with miles of suburbs of high-rise flats. It would sometimes
take us two hours to drive out of a city through the high-rise suburbs. Construction was going on
everywhere! We were taken aback at the high population of some of the cities, the largest in the
world that we had never heard of.
Largest city in the World- Shanghai – population 34 million
Beijing -second largest city in the world with a population of 25 million
Tianjin ninth largest- population of 15 million.
Guangzhou – twelfth largest - population of 12 million.

Following our river cruise, we visited a large rice production farm and then visited a cereal operation.
The farm was 200 hectares and was located close to the Yangtze river, It was a test farm for the
Ministry of Agriculture and set to be a model for future farms in China. We followed a lorry which
had been tipping rice back to the harvesting fields and saw rice being harvested. None of us had
seen this before. Hot water from the steel works was being used to flood the land where rice was
growing.

Harvesting Rice.

Our trip ended with a Maglev Hover train journey, taking us from the city centre to Shanghai airport,
travelling at 400 km per hour and taking just ten minutes.

We were all in agreement by the end of our trip that China is far more advanced than the UK as far
as technology is concerned. We were aware in the cities that everybody’s movements were being
monitored and facial recognition cameras were commonplace.
The Chinese are a very industrious people and we were surprised at the obvious wealth in some
city areas with expensive designer shops for the super-rich. No doubt there is great poverty also at
the other end of the scale but we saw little of that.
The culture of China is so different to that of the Western World. It was a struggle, but we did manage
to find a bar or two to visit in the evening and even a night club or two! Our group became firm friends
during the trip and it proved to be a truly memorable and educational experience.
The development and progress of China should not be underestimated. I would urge anyone who
has the opportunity to go and experience this fantastic country yourself.

Wishing You All a Merry Christmas
and a Prosperous New Year

